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Why Dad! Do YOU Question the Future? 


AD may question. During his lifetime 

he’s seen electric lights replace oil lamps; 
the widespread installation of sanitary plumb- 
ing and central heating. He’s seen the growth 
of the automobile and the radio; the develop- 
ment of the airplane, the motion picture, and 
the electric refrigerator. Dad, somewhat like 
the Patent Office official who, long before 
1900, is said to have resigned because he 
thought all the worthwhile inventions had 
been made, sometimes finds it difficult to share 
his son's enthusiasm for the future. 

But Dad forgets that the forces which have 
made America the most prosperous nation in 
the world are working more effectively today 
than ever before. They are the forces of 


American industry —creating more goods for more 
people at less cost—developing new products, 
constantly improving them, making them so 
inexpensive that more millions of people can 
buy them. It’s the process in which the ever 
increasing use of electricity is a leading factor. 
No other form of power could have made the 
American standard of living as high as it 1s 
today. 

We therefore pay tribute to the electric 
service companies. Their continued work to- 
ward a higher standard of service tovether 
with their support of electrical researc! and 
development has done much to make thi: prog- 
ress possible. It is the best assuran © fof 
progress in the future. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred dollars for every dollar 
they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


VISIT THE G-E “‘HOUSE OF MAGIC’’ AT THE FAIRS 
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Utilities Urged to Give Greater 
Attention to Employee Relations 


FEBRUARY 18, 1939 


Employee activities committee of Southeastern Electric Exchange 
discusses training and relations to bring about better understanding 
— Meeting in Atlanta draws executives for review of situation 


Almost every phase of employee 
training and relations was discussed 
at the meeting last week in Atlanta 
of the employee activities committee 
of the Southeastern Electric Exchange, 
under the chairmanship of W. A. 
Moore, vice-president Mississippi Pow- 
er & Light Company. 

The wage and hour act discussion, 
under the leadership of H. W. Boozer, 
Georgia Power Company, brought to 
light a number of problems needing 
clarification, such as after-hour volun- 
tary selling by employees and substa- 
tion attendants. 

There appeared to be a difference 
of opinion with respect to testing of 
intelligence before employment. One 
school, led by J. S. Kerr, Southern 
Bell Telephone, held that good men 
could pick good men and weed out 
during training; the others, led by 
P, A. Mitchell, Virginia Public Serv- 
lee, operate under well-recognized I.Q. 
tests, 

D. R. Shearer, Tennessee Eastern 
Electric, told of an employee educa- 
tion course on company time that was 
organized to cover every phase of 
utility operation. Training to handle 
complaints was covered by H. M. Pace, 
Vice-president, South Carolina Power, 
who said that complaint clerks should 
(1) have a pleasant voice, (2) have 
self-restraint, (3) not be thin skinned, 


4) have emotions under control, (5) 
be courteous. 


Discussion of a paper by J. O. 
Speed, Alabama Power, on the objec- 
tives of an industrial relations depart- 
ment brought out not only the value 
of the credit union but the necessity of 
providing some additional means of 
combating the loan shark. 

Discussion of vacations for hourly 
rated employees, led by W. I. White- 
field, Appalachian Electric Power, re- 
vealed many different policies and the 
need for more study. The same was 
true with respect to pensions and re- 
tirements, the discussion on which was 
led by C. S. Thorn, Birmingham Elec- 
tric. 

Safety work, according to R. B. 
Grove, Florida Power & Light, should 
first be considered as a program to 
improve employee relations, then as a 
means for rehabilitation of injured em- 
ployees and, finally, as an instrument 
for reducing accidents. 








Memphis Closes Deal 

@ Memphis Power & Light agreed 
to sell its gas and electric proper- 
ties to the city and TVA _ for 
$17,360,000. The city is to pay 
$15,250,000 and the TVA $2,110,- 
000. The utility had originally 
asked for $21,000,000. Agreement 
was reached at 3:30 A.M. Thursday. 
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S. B. Williams, editor ELEecTRICAL 
Wor.tp, was the luncheon speaker on 


the subject “The Jobs Ahead for Utility 


Employees.” He urged that nothing 
be done until first an unbiased check 
be made on employee thinking. Super- 
visors and executives have an import- 
ant part to play by recognizing merit 
and entering into human relations with 
employees. 

Several films on different phases of 
the employee problem developed by 
N.A.M. and by Bell Telephone were 


shown. 


Status of Employee 
Pictured in Exhibit 


In what is said to be the first “aver- 
age employee” picture released by the 
utilities, Consolidated Edison Company 
of New York, Inc., will depict the liv- 
ing standards and working conditions 
of “Bill Jones”—a typical service man 
—at its exhibit at the New York 
World’s Fair, 1939. 

A sculpture of “Bill Jones” will 
dominate the exhibit, which will point 
out such highlights as the fact that 
“Bill” today makes one-sixth more 
money for a shorter work week, and 
that his standard of living is one-third 
higher than in 1929. The exhibit will 
also show that more than half of Con- 
solidated Edison’s employees are mem- 
bers of Edison Savings & Loan Asso- 
ciation and that the employees have 
the protection of a $100,000,000 group 
life insurance program. 

The added precautions that the util- 
ity has taken to prevent accidents will 
be pointed out, as well as the fact that 
more than 20,000 employees have bene- 
fitted from the utility’s commercial and 
technical training program. 
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Marston Gets Prize 
in Customer Contest 


Anson D. Marston of the Kansas 
City Power & Light Co., Kansas City, 
Mo., has been announced as the win- 
ner of the first prize, $100, in the In- 
dustrial and Commercial Customer 
Benefits Contest. Alex E. Hunter, Phila- 
delphia Co., was awarded second prize, 
and Douglas C. Hornig, Pennsylvania 
Power & Light Co., third prize. 

The first three prizes will be pre- 
sented to the winners at the National 
Sales Conference of the Edison Electric 
Institute, to be held at Chicago March 
20-24. 

One hundred and eighty-six contest- 
ants representing all parts of the 
United States, and Cuba, submitted 
papers based on the general theme of 
Industrial and Customer Benefits 
through the use of purchased power. 
The contest, which was open to all 
employees of electric light and power 
companies, was sponsored by Reddy 
Kilowatt, through the medium of his 
originator, Ashton B. Collins of Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 

* 


Rate Reductions in Illinois 
Show Increase During 1938 


Rate reductions effected by the Illi- 
nois Commerce Commission during 
1938 amounted to $4,519,944, against 
$2,251,084 in 1937 and $5,426,667 in 
1936, according to the annual report. 
While a breakdown of this total is not 
available, the report indicates that in 
the first six months of last year re- 
ductions in electric rates accounted for 
$1,339,301 of the total of $4,054,950 
during this period. This compares with 
electric rate reductions of $1,921,571 
during all of 1937 and with $4,388,814 
in 1936. 





The report also shows that, as of 
November 15, there were 21 incorpo- 
rated REA co-operatives in Illinois, 
operating in part of all of 73 counties. 
Of the total, six were energized and in 
operation on that date, four had lines 
under construction, four had secured 
allotments and had engineering work 
in progress, while the seven remaining 
had pre-allotment surveys in progress. 


Alldredge and Biddle 
Named to New Posts 


President Roosevelt last week nomi. 
nated J. Haden Alldredge, head of the 
TVA commerce department, to be a 
member of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, succeeding Frank Mc- 
Manamy. Mr. Alldredge, before joining 
TVA in 1934 as __ transportation 
economist, had served twelve years 
with the Alabama Public Service Com- 
mission as chief examiner, rate expert 
and director of its transportation bu- 
reau. He was born in Brooksville, Ala., 
in 1887. 

Another nomination sent to the Sen- 
ate was that of Francis Biddle, head 
of the first National Labor Relations 
Board and now counsel to the joint 
Congressional committee investigating 
the TVA, to be a judge of the Third 
U. S. Circuit Court. 


Introduces Quoddy Bill 


A bill for the establishment of the 
Passamaquoddy District Authority has 
been introduced in the Maine Legis- 
lature. It would empower the authority 
to borrow money and accept grants 
from the federal government. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt recently revived the 
$37,000,000 tidal-water power project. 





New Appliance Drive 
for Kansas Electric 


Kansas Electric Power Co. is staging 
until March 25 a campaign to round 
up all “junk” electrical appliances and 
replace them with latest models. At the 
recent sales meeting in Lawrence a 
“round up” was staged in western set. 
ting and the plan discussed with the 
staff. 

It is planned to sell 88 electric 
ranges, 109 refrigerators, 73 water heat. 
ers, 126 commercial lighting units, and 
484 domestic lighting units with a value 
of not less than $70,000 to produce 
estimated annual revenue to the utility 
of $28,000. The campaign is to run 
three months with cash prizes and other 
inducements. 

Public interest is to be created by 
filling the office windows of the com- 
pany with “junk” appliances. A prom- 
inent vacant lot has been rented where 
the “junk” appliances will be junked 
and a big “For Sale” sign displayed. 

This special drive is being featured 
as “The Bar Junk Roundup” and a 
slogan of “Turn on the Sunshine, Every- 
thing Is Right for ’39.” W. Fred Jor- 
dan, commercial and new business man- 
ager, feels that the drive will create a 
lot of new business. 

Lloyd 5. Purcell, secretary-treasurer, 
has arranged for special financing of 
the appliances. Every sale will come 
under the “Red Dot Plan” so that ac- 
curate records of the appliances sold 
during the drive can be traced and to 
determine the ultimate outcome of the 
financing, deliquencies and _reposses- 
sions. 

On refrigerators there will be de- 
layed payments during the winter 
months, with the first payment due 
in April. There will be a small down 
payment at time of purchase. 


« 
ROUND UP—At the annual sales conference of Kansas Electric Power at Lawrence the new campaign got under way in a western 
setting with the slogan “It’s the Roundup” to feature the drive to replace old with new electrical appliances. 
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PUAA Views Advertising Policy 
As Aid to Further Industry Work 


Advocates policy to meet changing conditions and convey helpful 
message to customers — Hodge says foremost problem is to regain 
public confidence, which has been impaired by political assault 


Public utilities should employ their 
advertising in a fashion which will 
keep pace with changing conditions, ad- 
just itself in a forward-looking way to 
current conditions and circumstances 
and convey a helpful message to cus- 
tomers. members of the Public Utility 
Advertising Association were told at 
their recent meeting in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

William H. Hodge, advertising and 
sales consultant, Chicago, and former 
president of the PUAA, stated that 
he felt that electric and gas companies 
might well start to develop advertising 
policies along lines quite different than 
has been known in the past. “Foremost 
is the problem of regaining whatever 
of public confidence has been impaired 
by political assault, government com- 
petition and financial and management 
troubles,” he said. 


Advocates new ad policy 


It was indicated that a policy for 
advertising to be more informative and 
advisory than in the past would be 
good policy. With appliance manufac- 
turers giving attention to specific fea- 
tures of their products, it was declared 
that utilities should point out benefits 
and cost of operations. Mr. Hodge 
offered the suggestion of “slow down 
in selling copy and speed up on news 
copy.” 

Howard F. Weeks, president of the 
PUAA, pointed out that the association 
had been a means of improving utility 
advertising and the prizes and awards 
offered in contests had raised the stand- 
ard. He said that the association was 
co-operating with the Edison Electric 
Institute and the American Gas Asso- 
ciation and -had agreed to judge an 
advertising and promotion contest for 
the EE. which is to be based on 
the promotional material used by util- 
ity companies in promoting the electric 


utilities’ exhibit at the New York 
World’s Fair. 


Advertising symposium 


Kenneth Magers, Cincinnati Gas & 
Electric. conducted the symposium on 
improving the effectiveness of copy. 
He urged the utilities to speak the 
language of the customer and write 
copy from that standpoint. 

R. T. Ratliff, Kansas City Gas Co., 


explained the work his company is 
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RAY T. RATLIFF and HOWARD F. 
WEEKS (right), presideni of the PUAA, 
at the meeting in Kansas City 


doing in training personnel and said 
that he felt the problem of properly 
training contact employees is just as 
important an element in public rela- 
tions as effective institutional advertis- 
ing. 

Major T. J. Stricker, vice-president 
and general manager Kansas City Gas 
Co., welcomed the delegates and urged 
that the Western regional conference 
be made an annual. 

Others on the program included 
R. M. Oliver, Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., Mansfield, Ohio; 
W. C. Grant, Dallas, Tex.; Harold J. 
Rowe, Cedar Rapids, lowa; Herman H. 
Koch, Sioux City Gas & Electric, and 
Keith Hartzell, East Tennessee Power 


& Light. 


Utility Districts Reserve 
Bonneville Power for 1941 


Public utility districts and cities in 
the Northwest have reserved 215,542 
kw. of Bonneville power, Administrator 
J. D. Ross reported last week. Of this 
amount, twenty-two of Washington’s 
twenty-five districts have asked for 
202,431 kw. by the end of 1940, while 
two districts and seven cities in Oregon 
have called for 13,111 kw. Under the 
federal law, half of Bonneville’s hydro- 
electric power must be reserved for 
such public agencies until January 1, 
1941. 

Engineers on the administrator’s 
staff pointed out that the dam’s present 


capacity of 86,400 kw. is not to be 
enlarged for nearly two years. By the 
latter part of 1940 two new generators 
will raise the total capacity to 190,400 
kw. Power not required for the im- 
mediate use of public districts may be 
disposed of temporarily to other 
agencies, according to the project 
offices. 
. 


Canadian Utility Sets 
Higher Sales Goals 


Sales goals of British Columbia 
Electric Railway Co. for 1939 have 
been announced by W. C. Mainwaring, 
general sales manager. 

This year the utility hopes to add 
3,734 kw. in new lighting load, repre- 
senting $112,020 in new annual rev- 
enue; 3,234 kw., representing $97,020, 
has been set as the quota in the com- 
mercial and industrial classifications. 
Other sales objectives of the company 
include the addition of 9,500 hp. of 
industrial load, new annual revenue of 
$142,500; 450 kw. of new commercial 
power and cooking load, new annual 
revenue of $9,000; the addition of 
1,100 new rural customers and build- 
ing of 30 miles of new rural line, with 
an increased annual revenue of 
$35,000. 

During 1939 the utility will retire 
from direct sales efforts on such large 
volume appliances as radios, washers 
and vacuum cleaners (except for the 
Hoover franchise). Electrical appliance 
sales quotas for this year have been 
set at $782,501, representing $97,233 of 
increased annual revenue, for utility 
sales, and $1,535,000, representing 
$90,700 increased revenue, for dealer 
sales. 

. 


Recesses Associated Probe 


Joint hearing before the FPC and 
the Pennsylvania Public Utilities Com- 
mission on certain operations of 35 
companies and several officials in the 
Associated Gas & Electric System was 
recessed by Examiner Frank A. Hamp- 
ton following a motion for recess by 
Lambert McAllister, counsel for the 
FPC. 


Adds 15,000 Rural Users 


Three thousand miles of rural elec- 
tric lines, bringing service to more 
than 15,000 users, were constructed 
during 1938 by the Consumers Power 
Co., Floyd D. Avis, division manager 
at Jackson, Mich., has announced. The 
company now has 13,600 miles of rural 
lines serving about 80,000 rural users, 
Mr. Avis stated. 
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Columbia Gas & Electric Paves 
Way for Huge Refinancing Plan 


Writeoff of certain “debatable” items will leave corporation in posi- 
tion to pay preferred and common dividends as earnings warrant — 
Douglas characterizes plan as constructive and pioneering step 


Corporate changes now proposed by 
Columbia Gas & Electric Corp. are 
expected to place the company in a 
strategic position to refund all out- 
standing bonds and preferred and pref- 
erence stocks to effect a savings in 
charges of upward of $2,000,000 a 
year. 

The plan of simplification of corpo- 
rate structure and plan under the 
holding company act, as recently filed 
with the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, calls for the elimination and 
mergers of certain companies in the 
system, but in the main does not effect 
any changes in physical properties. 


Complies with act 


It was stated in its plan to the SEC 
that “it is the contention of Columbia 
Gas & Electric Corp. that the Colum- 
bia System has been brought to a high 
degree of corporate simplification and 
integration and is at the present time 
in substantial compliance with the re- 
quirements of Section 11 (b) of the 
act.” 

On March 7 a special meeting of 
stockholders will be held in Wilming- 
ton, Del., for the purpose of voting on 
the proposal to reduce the capital 
represented by the common stock from 
$194,349,005 to $12,304,282 without 


changing the number of shares out- 
standing. This reduction in stated 
value will create a special capital sur- 
plus of $182,044,723, which, together 
with $13,261,609 of surplus as of De- 
cember 31, 1937, will be used to write 
off certain “debatable” items and trans- 
actions prior to January 1, 1938. 
Most of the “debatable” items arose 
on valuation of properties taken over 
when Columbia was formed in 1926. 

Upon approval by stockholders the 
corporation intends to write off against 
these two surplus accounts, as of De- 
cember 31, 1937, a total of $68,634,905, 
which constitutes a reduction in certain 
investments as formerly carried on the 
books in excess of costs. The amount 
to be charged off also includes $9,680,- 
780 to be set aside in a special account 
as the premium to be paid on retire- 
ment of the preferred stock in case of 
liquidation. 

The remaining amount of $123,659,- 
740 in the special capital surplus ac- 
count will be available, against which 
charges will be made only when or- 
dered by governmental agencies. The 
balance not needed for this purpose 
will ultimately be restored to common 
capital. It was pointed out that in the 
whole procedure there will be no dim- 
inution of physical investments, but 





changes on the books of the corpora. 
tion will be made to meet certain ob. 
jections raised by government agencies 
as to what was considered proper jp 
evaluating investments. 

SEC Chairman William O. Douglas 
described the Columbia plan as , 
“very constructive and pioneering step” 
in the utility industry. He asserted 
that the plan is very significant as q 
precedent for the utility industry and 
a signal for other corporations in like 
positions to proceed with similar pro. 
grams to “clear up their situations.” 

It is believed that because the SEC 
is so familiar with the: setup of the 
Columbia system and the changes 
which have been proposed, the (Co. 
lumbia plan will be one of the first to 
be taken up by the SEC in carrying 
out Section 11 of the utility act. 


Continue dividends 


One of the main features of the pres. 
ent “writedown” proposal is that it will 
create a sufficient surplus to enable 
Columbia to continue preferred divi- 
dends without having to obtain per- 
mission from the SEC on every divi- 
dend date. It will also enable Colun- 
bia to pay dividends on the common 
stock as earnings warrant. On the 
basis of the present trend in earnings, 
it is believed that common dividends 
are likely to make their appearance 
before the end of this year. On the 
basis of such a condition it is likely 
that the corporation will soon turn its 
attention to a huge refunding opera- 
tion for the $104,570,700 of 5 per cent 
gold debentures and $111,217,100 of 
preferred and preference stocks out- 
standing. Company officials see a rising 
trend in earnings. 





NEW STATION—The recently completed generating plant, spillway and gravity type concrete dam of Public Service Compa"Y 


of New Hampshire at Eastman Falls on the Pemigewasset River. 
tical unit installed adjacent to an older station. 
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An old timber crib dam was superseded and a 2,250-kva. ver 
Operating head 33 ft. Nepsco Services, Inc., were engineers 
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Duquesne Light Places New Unit 


in Service at Reed Steam Station 


Turbo-generator of 80,000 hp. capacity marks second stage in 
planned $40,000,000 development — President Phillips says Pitts- 
burgh is assured of reliable service at decreasing cost 


With the completion of the new 80.- 
000-hp. unit of the James H. Reed 
power station by Duquesne Light Co., 
Pittsburgh is assured of a continuous 
flow of reliable service at an_ ever- 
decreasing cost to the consumer. 

It was at simple ceremonies on De- 
cember 14, 1938, that President Frank 
R. Phillips threw the switch that set 
the giant machinery in motion, giving 
the Greater Pittsburgh area a total 
generating capacity of 672,000 hp. from 
three plants—the Reed, with 160,000; 
Brunot Island, a like amount, and Col- 
fax, with 352,000 hp. capacity. 


Station dedicated in 1930 


Reed station was dedicated October 
16, 1930, housing one 80,000-hp. turbo- 
generator, three boilers and other 
auxiliary equipment. The building was 
so constructed as to permit of the in- 
stallation of additional units. The new 
unit installation is the same as the 
first, with the exception that two boilers 
were installed instead of three. The 
original plans contemplated the ex- 
penditure of $40,000,000 for the com- 
pleted development, and of this sum 
$14,000,000 has been spent to date. 

The two boilers, each capable of 
generating 350,000 pounds of steam per 
hour, are fed by the largest single- 
ended underfeed stoker that has been 
built to date in the United States. Oper- 
ating at capacity, these two boilers will 
burn 37 tons of coal an hour. The 
furnace is 32 ft. 6 in. wide by 21 ft. 
6 in. deep and the average height is 26 
feet. All machinery is automatically 
controlled. 

Duquesne Light boasts that the new 
80,000-hp. unit is practically a Pitts- 
burgh product which gave work to 
thousands of men. The generator and 
some of the large motors were manu- 
factured by the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co. at East Pitts- 
burgh, the turbine and condenser by 
Westinghouse at its South Philadelphia 
works, the boilers by Babcock & Wil- 
cox at Barberton, Ohio, and the stoker 
by Westinghouse at its Attica, N. Y., 
Plant. 

No one in the company has greater 
Pride in the new unit than Jerry Dono- 
van, oldest turbine operator in point 
% continuous service. Now nearing 
the end of 38 years with the company, 
he was present with Mr. Phillips and 
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other company officials when the new 
unit was put on the lines. 

Mr. Phillips recalled that eight years 
ago, when the first unit was turned 
into service, plans contemplated the 
expansion and installation of additional 
generating capacity when the need be- 
came apparent. He said that Duquesne 
Light, as has always been its policy, 
is continuing to look forward with a 
view to serving the Greater Pittsburgh 
district efficiently and without inter- 
ruption, and at as low cost as economic 
conditions permit. 

The company has done a great deal 
of work to make impossible the repeti- 
tion of the 1936 St. Patrick’s Day 
flood. Brunot Island has been protected, 
as has Colfax. 


REA Allocates $92,000,000 


In Present Fiseal Year 


REA projects for which allocations 
have been made and on which work in 
various stages has been started total 
more than $92,000,000 so far in the 
present fiscal year. It is expected that 
the remaining $38,000,000, left to the 


REA out of the $140,000,000 appro- 


priation, will be allocated before the 
fiscal year closes next June 30. 

In the 1940 budget REA will get 
$40,000,000. Indications are that there 


will be no difficulty in allocating this 
sum for new and present REA proj- 
ects. While it is considered too early 
to draw a definite conclusion as to 
the profitableness of the different REA 
co-operatives, it has been found that 
many are now showing profitable op- 
erations and are paying back part of 
the original advances in addition to 
meeting interest charges on loans ad- 
vanced. 


Rules to Regularize 
Federal Competition 


Three recommendations for establish- 
ing “a basis of sound relationships” in 
the competition between the federal 
government and the private electric 
utility industry were made public re- 
cently in a report by the Natural Re- 
sources Committee of the U. S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Although expressing its fundamental 
objections to government competition 
and ownership, the committee held that 
inasmuch as these now exist, the situa- 
tion should be regularized by adoption 
of the following public policies: 


Effective regulation by state commissions 
and, where it is necessary and within its 
proper jurisdiction, by the Federal Power 
Commission. 

Equal regulation of public and private 
utilities, such regulation aiming to pre- 
vent destructive competition; also exposi- 
tion of the unbalance between the two be- 
cause of sovereign powers inherent in gov- 
ernment that inure to the benefit of its 
agencies. 

Legally established rules of general ap- 
plication regarding the purchase of private 
utility properties by governmental agen- 
cies for use and operation as_ publicly 
owned utility systems, or parts thereof, the 
object of such purchase being the avoid- 
ance of destructive competition. 





GIANT TURBO-GENERATOR—Part of the crowd at the recent dedication of the 
new 80,000-hp. unit installed by Duquesne Light Co. at its James H. Reed station 
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Engineers View Benefits Derived 


in Standardization of Apparatus 


Two committees of the Edison Electric Institute discuss problems of 
obtaining better use from equipment — Point out phases of opera- 
tions under varying conditions — Visit plants of insulator makers 


Benefits from further standardization 
of apparatus, from load surveys and 
from more open’ construction of 
switching stations proved to be domi- 
nant topics discussed by the 150 engi- 
neers who attended the Edison Electric 
Institute committee meetings last week. 

At the Buffalo sessions of the elec- 
trical equipment committee the meters 
group, A. E. Silver, chairman, reported 
completion of three major activities 
(standardization on 15- and 50-amp. 
meters, on the 200-, 400- and 600-amp. 
low-voltage current transformers and 
of watt-hour meter dial constants) 
which will cause hardship to the manu- 
facturers and loss of benefits to users 
if the utility companies do not gener- 
ally adhere. Other projects of this 
group are a report on service cable, 
on lightning experience with full-se- 
quence metering installations and the 
metering of short-duration (welding) 
and low power-factor (gaseous light- 
tions (air-raids). 


Contrasts practices 


Contrasting European and American 
practices, R. E. Hellmund (Westing- 
house) recommended that the Ljung- 
strom turbine be watched as well as 
the trends toward (1) greater use of 
porcelain for apparatus inclosures, (2) 
the water breaker and (3) indoor sta- 
tions (air-raids). 

Designs of recent American switching 
stations were detailed by R. W. Wil- 
braham (United Engineers & Construc- 
tors), R. T. Henry (Buffalo Niagara 
Electric) and H. B. Wood (Stone & 
Webster). The two former will appear 
in ExvectricaL Wortp; they reflect 
wider separations, modern fire-fighting 
provisions, simplified layouts, enhanced 
lightning and fault safeguards. 

Utilities, said J. O’R. Coleman 
(E.E.I.), must take more interest in 
the rising trend of state and municipal 
legislation to outlaw all sources of 
radio interference, otherwise some well- 
meant but irksome and unenforceable 
laws will get passed. The Armstrong 
scheme of frequency modulation was 
not viewed by H. J. Klumb (Rochester 
Gas & Electric) as a prospective early 
solution for radio noise interference. 

Many questions are being pro- 
pounded to the E.E.I. headquarters 
staff about the growth and power-fac. 
tor detriments of fluorescent lighting. 
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Uncontrolled cheap fixtures and reac- 
tors are increasing. With low power 
factor uncorrected the user, it was said, 
gets little benefit from improved wiring, 
even with the doubled lumen efficiency 
of the fluorescent lamp. 

A. B. Oday (Nela Park) said the 
Mazda lamp was too well intrenched to 
be replaced rapidly by fluorescent and 
estimated 4 to 6 per cent of fluorescent 
“plus” lighting in five years. Channel 


Dishwasher Survey 


for N.E.M.A. Group 





PRESIDENT PEIRCE (left) and JOHN 
A. JOHNSON at N.E.M.A. dinner 


A preliminary survey and market 
study of electric dishwashers is being 
made for the electric dishwasher sec- 
tion of the National Electrical Manu- 
facturers Association, organized at the 
recent midwinter meeting. If a _ na- 
tional advertising program “is ap- 
proved, it will be similar to those for 
electric refrigerators, ranges and dish- 
washers, according to N.E.M.A. 

Manufacturer members of the new 
section are M. H. Beekman, Edison 
General Electric Appliance Company, 
Inc.; C. W. Theleen, General Electric 
Company and Reese Mills, Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 

At the dinner held at the close of 
the convention, President Carl L. 
Peirce, Jr., who is president of Hub- 
bard & Company, awarded a fifty-year 
certificate to John A. Johnson, pioneer 
in the electrical industry and _presi- 
dent of Kuhlman Electric Company. 








capacitors are soon to be available to 
correct power factor at the lamp. 

Dr. Morris Viteles, consulting psy. 
chologist for Philadelphia Electric, de. 
tailed how form, shape, color and mo. 
tion of the indicators on a switching 
control board could be made substan. 
tially more effective in breaking 
through the operator’s mental preoccuy. 
pation and assuring lessened operating 
errors and enhanced safety. 

President Herman G. Russell (Roch. 
ester Gas & Electric) told the trans. 
mission and distribution committee 
meeting in his city, after listening to 
hurricane papers by New England 
companies, that his company made a 
practice of giving a certain part of his 
field work to contractors and that this 
helped establish a source of emergency 
aid. 

Subway transformer tank corrosion 
arose at this meeting as one of the out- 
standing challenges to utilities and 
makers of transformer cases and pro- 
tective coatings. In the coastal cities 
annual repainting is ordinarily neces. 
sary. Some hold to cast iron tanks; 
others use copper bearing steel; most 
resistant metals are too expensive; 
glyptal, asphaltic and aluminum paints 
all had their advocates. but the com- 
plete answer is manifestly lacking. 
L. J. Gorman (Consolidated Edison) 
saw more hope for zinc than for cop- 
per oxide rectifiers in applying cathodic 
protection against electrolytic destruc- 
tion in wet manholes. 


Christmas lighting a problem 


Transformers provided two more 
themes for the sessions. Determination 
of the peak-season loading evoked wide 
discussion of the maximeter. Lincoln 
ampere-demand, split CT and graphic 
ammeter methods of ascertaining load- 
ing, all with the simple objective, as 
Chairman Seelye put it, of fixing the 
number of degree-hours of insulation 
life to be allotted to the transformer. 
Incidentally, several members said or- 
namental Christmas lighting added 
painfully to the headaches of the dis 
tribution engineer during the critical 
week of the year and they were glad 
to see the fad passing. 

Standardization of the physical and 
mechanical features of distribution 
transformers was urged in a report by 
A. E. Silver (Ebasco Services). Indi- 
vidualism in requirements was [all 
pant again and there is urgent need 
for simplicity and universality ™ 
mounting features. Especially is it de 
sirable to reduce the transformer ' 
basic essentials and treat all accessory 
functions as independent auxiliaries. 
Taps can probably be omitied from 
standard patterns and even drain plugs: 
Merrill DeMerit (West Penn) said any 


fractional saving from such simplifica- 
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tion and standardization no matter how 
small a part of the $30,000,000 involved 
annually, would be well worth while. 

Ben Hughes (Hughes Brothers, Se- 
ward, Neb.) discussed the gain in 
mechanical and impulse strength from 
cross and angle bracing of wood struc- 
tures. 

A group of 32 saw the process of 
producing insulators at the Lapp plant 
(LeRoy). The Pinco (Lima) and Vic- 
tor insulator plants were made the 
objective of visits at other opportuni- 
ties during the week’s sessions. 


lowa Utility Line Crew 
Praised for Rescue 


High public praise for lowa Electric 
Light & Power Co. and its line crew 
of Harry Hamer, foreman; Paul Hamer 
and P. C. Scott, linemen, and Charles 
Marshall, groundman, has _ gained 
momentum since the recent spectacular 
rescue of eleven-year-old Devota Cogh- 
lan from under an overturned coal 
truck which pinned her down. 

The accident took place when Devota 
alighted from a school bus and when 
she ran across the street was hit by 
the coal truck. In attempting to avoid 
hitting Devota the coal truck swerved 
and climbed a bank, turning over and 
pinning the child under it. 

The utility line crew, working in the 
vicinity, was notified by a youngster 
passing. Work was dropped and the 
truck driven to the rescue. The pole 
setting winch and cable were used to 
raise the cab of the coal truck and the 
girl was rescued. The coolness and eff- 
ciency displayed by the line crew dur- 
ing the excitement brought praise from 
the witnesses. 

Photos by Carl Dueser, Cedar Rap- 
ids Gazette. 


Jacksonville Plans to Buy 
Atlantic Beach Light Plant’ 


Official steps have been taken by 
Jacksonville, Fla., toward the purchase 
of the Atlantic Beach electric light 
plant, distribution system and_fran- 
chise rights for $65,000. 

City commissioners have formally 
approved the offer to purchase the 
Properties on recommendation of Utili- 
ties Commissioner Ernest Anders. Jack: 


sonville is to build a transmission line 
to Atlantic Beach. 


TVA Probers Get $25,000 


_ Extension of the life of the TVA 
investigating committee until April 1, 
1939, and an additional $25.000 for its 
*xpenses have been voted by both 
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RESCUE—Iowa Elec- 
tric Light & Power Co. 
line crew and scenes 
of the accident. L. 
to r—Harry Hamer, 
Paul Hamer, Charles 
Marshall and P. C. 
Scott 


houses of Congress. This will permit 
the committee to bring its study, which 
was started early last summer, to a 
conclusion and to submit a detailed 
report to Congress. Activities of the 
committee had hitherto been cramped 
by a shortage of funds. No additional 
hearings are contemplated, but the 
committee has yet to formulate its 
report. 


Flood Stage Gauged 
by Cincinnati Utility 


Hardly a week after the timely pub- 
lication in the January 28 ELEcTRICAL 
Wortp of the article “Predicts Flood 
Stage for Distribution Emergency,” by 
Sanford and Neel of the Cincinnati Gas 
& Electric Company, there was occa- 
sion to apply the prognostication tech- 
nique which it detailed. 

On Friday, February 3, with the 
Ohio River at 45 ft., a stage of 52.9 
ft. was predicted for 8 a.m. Sunday. 
The actual height was 52.4 ft. Further 
rains prompted prediction of a subse- 
quent stage of 58 ft. for Tuesday, but 
the crest was several inches higher and 
twelve hours later. 

About 200 meters were removed in 
accordance with plans made for such 
flood levels. It is now planned to ex- 
tend the study to include the effect 
of flood stages at points below as well 
as above Cincinnati. 


Texas Moves to Curb 
LCRA Power Project 


A special Texas State Senate commit- 
tee has reported to the Legislature that 
dams cannot be used satisfactorily both 
as flood control-irrigation measures 
and for generation of electric power. 

After studying the causes of be- 
tween $5,000,000 and $10,000,000 of 
flood losses incurred last summer, the 
committee reported that the Lower Col- 
orado River Authority was attempting 
primarily to establish hydro-electric 
dams, and that such dams were detri- 
mental to the purpose of flood control. 

The LCRA was created by the Texas 
Legislature for flood control protection. 
Since the committee has found that the 
authority is primarily engaged in the 
power business, the Legislature has 
been asked to formulate a state policy 
for operation of the dams and to re- 
quire strict observance of the chosen 
policy of flood control. Recently the 
LCRA purchased the electric facilities 
of Texas Power & Light in the area 
near Buchanan Dam for $5.000.000. 


Utility Program Wins Award 


“The Land We Live In” serics now 
being broadcast on station KMOX, St. 
Louis, Mo., under the sponsorship of 
Union Electric Co., has won one of 
the first awards of the Radio Digest. 
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A.LE.E. Announces 
1939 Nominations 


The national nominating committee 
of the A.I.E.E. has nominated the fol- 
lowing official ticket of candidates for 
the offices becoming vacant August 1, 
1939. For president, F. Malcolm 
Farmer. vice-president and chief engi- 
neer Electrical Testing Laboratories, 
New York; vice-presidents: C. T. Sin- 
clair, electrical engineer, transmission 
and distribution, Duquesne Light Co.; 
E. E. George, superintendent of system 
operation, Tennessee Electric Power 
Co.; Albert L. Turner, Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Co.; H. W. Hitchcock, 
Southern California Telephone Co.; 
J. M. Thomson, chief designing engi 
neer, Ferranti Electric, Ltd.; national 
treasurer, W. I. Slichter, professor of 
eléctrical engineering and-head of de- 
partment, Columbia University, New 
York. 

‘These official candidates will be 
voted upon by the membership at the 
coming election this spring. 

. 


A. B. Collins to Address 
Northwest Sales Meeting 


The sales conference of the Business 
Development Section, Northwest Elec- 
tric Light and Power Association, 
scheduled for Portland, Ore., March 
16-18, will make its headquarters in 
the Benson Hotel, instead of the 
Multnomah Hotel, as previously an- 
nounced. A bulletin just issued calls 
attention to this change and adds the 
name of Ashton B. Collins, creator of 
“Reddy Kilowatt,” to the list of 
speakers. 

The meeting will be broken up into 
three general sessions of a half day 
each, and two half-day 
bureau and committee conferences in 
which all fields of utility selling will 
be probed as to methods of selling, 
advertising and promotion. 


sessions of 


Washington Electric Group 
Installs Officers for 1939 


M. C. Turpin, merchandising divi- 
sion of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, was installed 
as president of The Electric Institute 
of Washington (D. C.) at the recent 
annual meeting. W. B. Stringham, 
Chesapeake division, General Electric 
Supply Corporation, was installed as 
vice-president at the same meeting. 

George E. Whitwell, vice-president of 
The Philadelphia Electric Company, 
was the chief speaker of the evening 
and stressed the importance of industry 
cooperation. Dr. Wm. McClellan, pres- 
ident of The Potomac Electric Power 


10 (498) 


Company commented on the interest 
of the utility in cooperative merchan- 
dising. 

» 


Siemens to Pay Investors 


Holders of 6% per cent 25-year 
debentures of Siemens & Halske and 
Siemens-Schuckertwerke, German elec- 
trical manufacturers, who have re- 
ceived no dollar interest payments on 
their obligations since 1933, will be 
entitled to receive $198.75 on each 
$1,000 debenture under the latest 
offer of these companies, according to 
an announcement issued through the 
companies’ representatives in the 
United States. 


eelings 


Louisiana Engineering Society — Annual 
meeting, St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, 
La., February 23-25. A. M. Hill, secre- 
tary-treasurer, St. Charles Hotel. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
—Spring meeting, St. Charles Hotel. New 
Orleans, La., February 23-25. Cj 2. 
Davies, national secretary, 29 West 39th 
St.. New York, N. Y. 


American Society for Testing Materials— 
Regional meeting, Deshler-Wallick Hotel, 
Columbus, Ohio, March 8. Committee 
Week, Deshler-Wallick Hotel. March 6-10. 
R. E. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 South 
Broad St., Philade:phia, Pa. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power As- 
sociation—Business development section, 
Portland, Ore., March 16-18; engineering 
and operation section, Seattle, Wash.. 
April 19-22; accounting and _ business 
practice section, Vancouver. B. C.. May 
26-27. Berkeley Snow, secretary, 707 
Spalding Bldg., Portland, Ore. 


Edison Electric Institute—Sales committee, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, II1., 
March 20-24. Bernard F. Weadock, man- 
aging director, 420 Lexington Ave., New 
York, H,. ¥. 

Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual 
convention, Tulsa, Okla.. March 20-21. 
Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 625-626 Bilt- 
more Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers 
Spring conference Tutwiler Hotel, 
Birmingham, Ala., March 27-28. Brent 
Wiley, managing director, Empire Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Ponce de Leon Hotel. St. 
Augustine, Fla., March 30-April 1. J. W. 


Talley, executive secretary, 308 Haas- 


Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 

Midwest Power Conference—Palmer House, 
Chicago, Ill., April 5-7. L. E. Grinter. 
dean Armour Institute of Technology, 
Chicago, Ill. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities— 


Annual eonvention, Muehlebach Hotel, 
Kansas City. Mo., April 12-14. Jesse 
Blythe, assistant secretary, Merchants 


Bank Bldg... 101 West High St., Jeffer- 
son City, Mo. 


Maryland Utilities Association — Spring 
meeting. Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti- 
more, Md., April 14. Warren D. Haley, 
secretary, 16 Carroll Av., Takoma Park, 
Md. 


Electrochemical Society—Spring convention, 
Columbus, Ohio, April 26-29. Dr. Colin 
G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 
wa. 








Legislatures Study 
New Utility Bills 


Many new measures affecting the 
light and power industry have been 
introduced in the Legislatures of the 
various states. Among the outstand. 
ing bills are the following: 


ALAaBAMA—Senator Booth has introduced 
a bill which is designed to levy upon 
municipalities engaged in the distribution 
of hydro-electric energy a part of the same 
taxes that would be collected by the state, 
counties, school districts and municipali. 
ties were the business being conducted by 
privately-owned utilities. Without excep. 
tion the cities that will be subject to the 
provisions of this bill are taking their 
energy from the TVA. 

ARKANSAS—Senator Bratton has _ intro- 
duced a bill which would enable munici- 
pally-owned utilities to extend their lines 
outside the city limits without obtaining 
permission from the Arkansas Utilities 
Commission. Opposition from private util- 
ities has developed on the grounds that this 
practice would mean duplications of serv- 
ices and would add expense to the utilities. 
R. E. Ritchie of Arkansas Power & Light 
Co. has asked the senate committee on 
public service corporations to amend the 
bill to give private utilities and the REA 
the same rights as municipal plants would 
have under the bill. 

Cotorapo—House bill provides for the 
regulation, control and supervision of rela- 
tions, contracts and transactions between 
public utilities and affiliated interests and 
requiring the approval of such relations, 
contracts, etc. by the public utility com- 
mission. Another House bill relates to the 
regulation of public utilities and provides 
for the payment of the expenses of investi- 
gating, inspection and valuation of proper- 
ties by the state public utilities commission, 
requiring that the public utility whose 
proprety or service is the subject of the 
investigation pay such expenses. Another 
House bill provides for the regulation, 
supervision and control of the issuance of 
stock, bonds and notes and other evidences 
of indebtedness by public utilities, vesting 
jurisdiction thereof in the public utilities 
commission. 

Inptana—House bill would bar electric 
utilities, after July 1, from engaging di- 
rectly or indirectly in any business side- 
line of a subsidiary nature. Under the 
terms of the bill, electric companies would 
be barred from selling appliances. At 
other House bill would enable governing 
bodies of municipal utilities to invest 
unused portions of depreciation and re- 
serve funds in United States, state, county 
and township bonds. Other House bills: 
Would compel all municipal utilities 
employ only union labor; would require 
that expenditures and revenues of munich 
pal utilities shall become a part of the 
budgets of the cities in which they are 
located; would provide that any utility 
rate reduction order may become effective 
as of the date the petition was filed; 
would require municipally-owned utilities 
to list in their annual budgets detaile 
proposed expenditures for ensuing year 
and sources of expected income other. than 
that from. taxation; exempting municip 
utilities from payment of taxes. ' 

Massacuusetts—Legislative committee 
on state administration heard a number 0 
bills which call for the election by the 
public of members of the state utilities 
commission. 
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MULTI-BREAKER 





=> These circuit breaker lighting panels are built from Multi-breakeR 
units as shown in the center cut-out illustration. The simplicity of 
the design is the keynote to low cost, long life and trouble-free 
operation. There are only three moving parts, the springs operate under 
compression, and there are no bolted or riveted joints between termi- 
nals. By actual test, the operating life of the Square D Multi-breakeR 
is many times longer than ever before attained by a circuit breaker 
used for similar applications. 

Square D panels are available in standard or narrow column design, 
15 to 50 ampere circuits alternating current.Write for Bulletin CA543B. 


CALL IN A SQUARE D MAN 






2QUARE J] COMPANY 


DETROIT- MILWAUKEE-LOS ANGELES 


IN CANADA SQURRE OD COMPANY CANADA LIMITEL OR 


LIGHTING PANELS 





= Narrow column Multi- 
breakeR panelboard. 





= Multi-breakeR lighting 
panel. 





=> Multi-breakeR panel- 
board with main circuit 
breaker. 
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NEW HYDRO~— Rockland (\.yp | 


efficient use of water in Monggup 





No. 2 development of 6.750 k i 
No. 1 station of 5.000 kw. Thp | 
23 ft. New tunnel work will jpn 









OPEN HOUSE—Part of the group of friends and relatives of employees of Sangamo Electric in 
















the meter inspection department during the recent “Open House” to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
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LAYING CABLE—Newport (R.I.) Electric Corp. 


marine cable 4,600 ft. long in from one to 180 ft. of water in seven hours, including transfer 


laying a 2.400-volt, three-phase, No. 000 sub- 


from dock to site and 50 minutes to lay cable in Narragansett Bay, and splicing at Newport and 


Jamestown ends. General Cable made the “tie,” shipped in one length on a 116-in. reel 
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: f FORESIGHT RE- 
7 ‘ WARDED By 
‘ having on hand 
‘ spare towers and 
Y parts, New Eng- 
land Power Asso- 
ciation is prepared 
4| 2 for immediate ae- 
at f Uk tion when rehabili- 
* ‘ tation is necessary 
ye — 
ey r 
\ PRESIDENT’S NIGHT—New England section, 
ah Illuminating Engineering Society, gathers at 


Hotel Kenmore, Boston. Head table, 1. to r.— 
‘ D. P. Caverly, Hygrade Sylvania; Mrs. R. A. 
| Corvey; D. W. Atwater, president LE.S. and 
\ head of commercial engineering department, 
Westinghouse Lamp division, Bloomfield, N. J.; 
Mrs. J. S. Patrick; Julius Daniels, toastmaster 
and sales manager Boston Edison; Mrs. D. W. 
Atwater; James S. Patrick, chairman New Eng- 
land section and of Benjamin Electric; Mrs. 
J. Daniels; R. A. Corvey, New England man- 
ager Westinghouse Lamp division 
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ind (N.Yp Light & Power Co. will make more 
in Mong§up River when the Swinging Bridge 
6.750 kwh is completed in June. It is below 
kw. Tl 


rk will jermit water delivery to the new dam 


lake reservoir level is being raised 










ADEQUATE WIRING—Editors from women’s and home magazines, architectural 

and building publications, newspaper feature syndicates and educational radio pro- 

grams at the recent luncheon conference at which the program of the National 
Adequate Wiring Bureau was presented 


L°ENVOI VETERAN—Retired after 44 years of service, this 90-kw. 


Siemens-Halske generator and a 25-kw. similar design, together with a 





125-kw. unaflow engine-driven machine at Boston Publie Library will 
be superseded by Bos- 
ton Edison service 


BAROMETER — First 
time in any sign, to- 
morrow’s weather is 
predicted in New 
York City’s newest 
spectacular sign, at 
Columbus Circle. Built 
by Douglas Leigh, the 
sign contains 2,000 ft. 
of fluorescent tubing 
and has 1,000 lamps 
in the word “Coca- 
Cola.” Total connected ili bel TELe Lt no SEASON 43 
load is 35,300 w. 








YOUR MONEY’S WORTH IN 


UNDERGROUND PROTECTION 


LM FIBRE CONDUIT 


LAYS FASTER .. . Light in weight, L-M Fibre Conduit 


is easy to carry. It lays faster because it is uniform in length, 
bore, thickness and joints. Strong walls prevent breakage delays. 


PROTECTS 100%... L-M Fibre Conduit joints are 


" water tight, prevent seepage. Smooth inside surfaces pro- 
tect your cable from abrasions, too. 


RESISTS jx H: be .. L-M Fibre Conduit is neutral to 


soil acids and alkalis, has unsurpassed resistance to chemical nee 
decay in any soil or climate. That means extra years of service. 


QUICK DELIVERY ... Complete stocks of L-M Vy | 


Fibre Conduit, all standard lengths, ready to move from strate- 
gically located storage yards as soon as your order comes in. 
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Energy Output Still 


Above Earlier Years 


Dropping below the previous week’s 
figure, but continuing above corre- 
sponding weeks for earlier years, pro- 
duction of electric energy by the elec- 
tric light and power industry for the 
week ended February 11 totaled 
9.268,387,000 kw.-hr., according to the 
Edison Electric Institute. 

This was an increase over the corre- 
sponding week of last year of 10.5 per 
cent (greatest for any week to date) 
and an increase of 3.1 per cent over 
the corresponding week of 1937. The 
decrease from the week ended Feb- 
ruary 4 was about 0.83 per cent, as 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 


Feb.11..2,268 Feb 12..2,052 Feb. 13..2,200 
Feb. 4..2,287 Feb. 5..2,082 Feb. 6..2,201 


Jan.28..2,293 Jan. 29..2,099 Jan. 30..2,215 
Jan.21..2,290 Jan. 22..2,109 Jan. 23..2,257 
Jan.14..2,270 Jan. 15..2,115 Jan. 16..2,264 
Jan. 7..2,169 Jan. 8..2,140 Jan. 9..2,244 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 


Region Feb. 11 Feb.4 Jan 28 

New England... ... $16.3 +17.2 414.9 
Middle Atlantic. +10.1 +10.1 + 9.0 
Central Industrial +12.7 +11.9 +11.9 
West Central..... ‘ + 1.4+0.9 + 0.8 
Southern States..... +7.7 +6.7 + 5.9 
Rocky Mountain. . +98 + 1.8 + 3.3 
Pacific... .. Rect + 7.4+7.5 + 7.7 
United States... +10.5 + 9.8 + 9.2 





2.2 


2.1 


2.0 


1.9 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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against 1.44 per cent for the corre- 
sponding period last year. 

New England, with a gain of 16.3 
per cent over last year, continues to 
lead the major geographic regions, 
and the Central Industrial region. with 





Birthday of Edison 
Observed by Nation 


Commemorating the 92d anniversary 
of the birth of Thomas Alva Edison on 
February 11, various civic and business 
organizations last week honored the 
famous inventor at meetings held 
throughout the country. 

In New York City the Edison Pion- 
eers met on Saturday at a luncheon in 
observance of the birthday and stressed 
the fiftieth anniversary of Edison’s in- 
vention of the kinetograph, the first 
motion picture camera. Included among 
those present were Mrs. Mina Edison 
Hughes, widow of the inventor. and 
Charles Edison, son of the inventor and 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. That 
afternoon both Mr. Edison and George 
A. Stringfellow, vice-president and 
general manager of Thomas A. Edison, 
Inc., were interviewed. over two radio 
networks, . 

In New Jersey, various celebrations 
Were carried on throughout the week. 

Thursday evening the Edison Old- 
Timers held a dinner at the Newark 
Athletic Club, which was attended by 
More than 400, about 300 of whom 
were “old-timers’—had completed 25 
years of service with the Edison com- 
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panies. Charles Edison was presented 
with his 25-year button by Stanley Bar- 
ber, oldest of the “old-timers,” who has 
completed 51 years of service and is 
still active in the company. Mr. Edison 
in turn presented buttons to some 60 
employees who have been with the 
Edison companies for 25 years. 

The Governors of seven States— 
Arkansas. Illinois. Kentucky, Massa- 
chusetts, New Jersey. North Carolina 
and Vermont—issued proclamations 
calling the attention of their citizens 
to February 11] as the birthday of Edi- 
son. Late last month a bill, sponsored 
by Representative Albert L. Vreeland, 
N. J., was introduced in both houses 
of Congress authorizing the President 
to set aside February 11 as “Edison 
Day.” This bill is at present in the 
judiciary committee. 


® 
Opens Probe of Facilities 


New York Public Service Commis- 
sion has held the initial hearing of its 
inquiry to determine the adequacy of 
the supply of electricity and the ex- 
tent of facilities available to customers 
of Long Island Lighting Co. and Con- 
solidated Edison Co. in the metropoli- 


tan area. Next session is scheduled for 
March 2. 
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12.7 per cent, continues in second 
place. Most surprising change among 
the geographic regions was in the 
Rocky Mountain, which was fourth, 
with a rise of 9.8 per cent over a 
year ago. 


Boston Library Old 
Units to be Retired 


The Boston Public Library will re- 
tire from service three veteran gen- 
erators as full-time service is taken 
from Boston Edison Co. 

After 44 years of service the 90-kw. 
Siemens-Halske generator and a 25- 
kw. unit of similar design, together 
with a 125-kw. unaflow engine-driven 
machine will be superseded by Boston 
Edison service, including steam heat- 
ing. Driven at 105 rpm. by a tandem- 
compound Leavitt engine, the machine 
has been “pumping” 110-volt d.c. en- 
ergy with its mates for nearly half a 
century. 

The interesting features of the set 
are a 10-ton flywheel, external com- 
mutator with wire gauze brushes, re- 
heating receiver, gun-metal cylinder 
interiors, and provision for adjusting 
the air gap by changing the position 
of the field coils. Three 125-hp. hori- 
zontal return tubular boilers about 20 
years old will be removed. 

Last year the plant generated 526,270 
kw.-hr., purchasing Edison energy at 
night and at other times when low 
load warranted shutting down these 
non-condensing steam units. 
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F. K. Lane Elected Head 
of Oklahoma Utilities 


Richard K. Lane, since 1928 vice- 
president of the Public Service Co. of 
Oklahoma, Tulsa, was elected president 
to succeed the late Fred W. Insull at a 
special meeting of the company’s board 
of directors. At the same time Mr. 





Lane was elected president of the 
Southwestern Light & Power Co. and 
the Lawton Corp., serving southwestern 
Oklahoma. 

Mr. Lane went to Tulsa in 1927 to 
take charge of the construction and 
operation of power plants and the trans- 
mission system of the Public Service 
Co. His experience in power system 
engineering had well fitted him for the 
position and the following year he was 
elected vice-president in charge of pro- 
duction and elected to the company’s 
board of directors. Mr. Lane had tor- 
merly been associated with the North 
American Power & Light Co., where 
he had been supervisor of properties in 
Missouri, southern Illinois and Ohio 
and where he had designed and super- 
vised construction of power plants at 
Des Moines, Topeka, Boonville, Mo., 
and LaSalle, Ill. Prior to that he had 
been in Oklahoma, where he was gen- 
eral superintendent of a group of.prop- 
erties which later were purchased by 
the Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co. 

Mr. Lane is a native of Wisconsin 
and a graduate of the University of 
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Wisconsin. Following military service 
in the World War, he entered the em- 
ploy of the William A. Baehr Engi- 
neering firm of Chicago, which was the 
beginning of his career in power plant 
engineering. 


PE. A. Otsen has been appointed 
assistant commercial manager of the 
Idaho Power Co., Boise. 


> R. D. Horninc, manager of the Seat- 
tle Electrical Contractors Association 
snce 1936, has been named chairman 
of the Seattle Adequate Wiring Bureau. 


> Louis S. Cares, president of the 
Phelps Dodge Corporation, has been 
named a chevalier of the Legion of 
Honor of France. 


> Francis T. McNamara, assistant 
professor of electrical engineering at 
Yale University, has been engaged as 
consultant electrical engineer by the 
Connecticut Public Utilities Commis- 
sion. 


> Dr. H. M. BEARDALL has been made 
chairman of the Orlando, Fla., Utili- 
ties Commission to succeed Howard 


Babcock. 


> Louis J. GALBREATH has been ap- 
pointed technical adviser for the New 
York district sales division of Revere 
Copper & Brass, Inc. A graduate of 
Cornell University, Mr. Galbreath was 
connected with the Mueller Brass Co. 
and with Kenyon & Eckhardt, advertis- 
ing agency, New York, before his asso- 
ciation with Revere in 1935. Up to the 
time of his present appointment he 
headed Revere’s product development 
department. 


> S. E. Wricut has been appointed 
general sales manager for the National 
Telephone Supply Co., Cleveland. He 
takes up the work which the late 
Charles C. Mahan supervised. Mr. 
Wright is well equipped by training 
and experience to supervise the mer- 
chandising of National line materials. 
He was formerly directing head of the 
power sales department of the Ohio 
Public Service Co., at Massillon. 





ABOUT PEOPLE 


F. M. Farmer Nominated 


for A.I.E.E. Presidency 


F. Malcolm Farmer, vice-president 
and chief engineer of the Electrical 
Testing Laboratories, New York, has 
received the nomination for the presi- 
dency of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers. 





A graduate of Cornell University, 
Mr. Farmer received his early experi- 
ence with the General Electric Co. and 
with the U. S. Navy at the Brooklyn 


(N.Y.) Navy Yard. He _ joined the 
staff of the Electrical Testing Labora. 
tories as a technical assistant. becom: 
ing engineer in 1906, chief engineer in 
1912 and vice-president in 1929. 

Mr. Farmer has been particularly 
active at various periods in_ several 
standardization organizations. including 
the American Society for Testing Ma- 
terials, of which he was president 
(1924-25); Standards Council of the 
A.S.A., as a member of the electrical 
standards committee of the U. S. Na 
tional Committee of the International 
Electrotechnical Commission 2nd also 
in the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. He is the author o! a book 
on electrical measurements and of 
numerous papers before engineering 
and technical societies. 

In addition to participating actively 
in the affairs of the A.LF.E., Mr. 
Farmer is a director of the \.S.A.5 a 
past-president of the American ‘ elding 


ELectricaL Wortp + February 18, 1939 





ok 
of 


ng 


ely 


{r. 
ing 


939 





Society, a fellow of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science 
and a member of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers (Great Britain). 


> CHartes E. Carey, principal con- 
struction engineer on the Bonneville 
project, has been appointed assistant 
administrator by J. D. Ross, Bonne- 
ville Administrator. 


> J. A. Kruc has been appointed chief 
power engineer of the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority. As chief power engineer, 
Mr. Krug will direct and co-ordinate 
the programs and activities of the 
power planning and power operations 
departments and will develop and rec- 
ommend plans and methods relating 
to the sale of surplus power from the 
Authority’s river control projects. The 
position was created originally by the 
board of directors in 1937, under the 
title of chief power economist, but was 
not filled until Mr. Krug’s appointment. 
Mr. Krug has been associated with the 
Authority since 1938, for most of the 
time as chief power planning engineer. 
He will continue in that capacity for 
the time being, in addition to his new 


duties. 
= 


Dr. W. D. Coolidge Awarded 
Faraday Medal for 1938 


Dr. William D. Coolidge, director of 
General Electric Co.’s research labora- 
tory, has been notified that he has been 
awarded the Faraday medal for 1938 
by the council of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers of England. Dr. 
Coolidge is the second General Electric 
scientist to receive this honor, the other 





being the late Prof. Elihu Thomson in 
1927, 


The F iraday medal is awarded each 
Year for notable scientific and indus- 
trial achievement in electrical engineer- 
ing or for conspicuous service rendered 
to the advancement of electrical science. 
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Black Made Vice-President 
of Gould Storage Battery 
James C. Black has been appointed 


vice-president and special sales repre- 
sentative of the Gould Storage Battery 





Corp. of Depew. N. Y., with head- 
quarters in New York City. 

Mr. Black goes to the Gould com- 
pany from the textile industry, in which 
he was a former director of the Silk 
Association of America and the Na- 
tional Rayon Weavers Association. He 
will continue his connection with the 
industry in his capacity of president 
and director of the Standard Ring 
Traveler Co., New Bedford, Mass. 


OBITUARY 


Harry H. Ross 


Harry H. Ross, vice-president and 
manager of the Massillon division of 
the Ohio Public Service Co., died Feb- 
ruary 5 in that city, after an illness 
of several months. He was 64 years 
old. Mr. Ross had been connected with 
the electric utilities industry for 25 
years, having joined the Toledo Rail- 
ways & Light Co., Toledo, Ohio, in 
1915 after general inspection work for 
a period of two years with the Henry 
L. Doherty interests. He joined the 
Ohio Public Service Co. in 1919 and 
had served that company continuously 
since that time. 

His period of service with Ohio Pub- 
lic Service was not only outstanding in 
regard to his contributions to the elec- 
trical industry, but he became an out- 
standing civic leader in Massillon. 
Among his greatest contributions were 
the series of studies he made in pre- 
paring a survey for the launching. of 
flood control and grade crossing elimi- 
nation projects. He was also active in 
enterprises designed to attract industry 
to Massillon. 


G. A. Bengel 


George A. Bengel, vice-president and 
manager of the Springfield division of 
the Central Illinois Light Co., died sud- 
denly at his residence in that city Jan- 
uary 29. He was 52 years old. 

Mr. Bengel had been named vice- 
president of the utility company only 
last August, succeeding the late A. D. 
Mackie, after serving as president of 
the Springfield Transportation Co. for 
several years. Following graduation 
from the University of Illinois, he en- 
tered the employ of the Illinois Trac- 
tion system at Decatur. Thus he began 
a career that was to last more than 
30 years in the transportation and light 
and power field. He served as assistant 
general manager of the Illinois Power 
Co. before he was selected to head the 
Springfield Transportation Co., which 
in 1933 was organized as a separate 
unit from the power company. 

He was a lifelong resident of Spring- 
field and was one of its active leaders. 
Immediately before his death he was 
elected president of the Associated 
Welfare agenices. 

. 


PJoun W. Piccuer, at one time man- 
ager of the Halifax and Montreal 
branches of the Canadian General 
Electric Co., died December 25 at his 
residence in Toronto. He had been 
in ill health for the past two years. 
Mr. Pilcher was associated with Cana- 
dian G. E. for 40 years when he re- 
tired a few years ago. 


> Orro HEYDEN, superintendent of the 
electrical department of the Wisconsin 
Public Service Corp. at Green Bay, 
Wis., died January 27 in a local hos- 
pital, following a two-weeks’ illness. 
Mr. Heyden had been associated with 
the utility for 37 years. He was 67 
years old. 


> Raceuw E. Towne of Tacoma, Wash.., 
engineer for twelve county public ut!- 
ity districts in the state of Washington, 
died suddenly at his home in that city 
on January 21. 


> Henry S. MINOR, superintendent of 
the Balch plant of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corp. for the past ten 
years, died in Fresno, Calif., January 
1. Mr. Minor had been asseciated with 
the company since 1916 and prior to 
taking charge of the Balch plant had 
been superintendent of construction. 


> Srewart LAIRD, superintendent of 
the Coon Rapids Dam of the Northern 
States Power Co. and a veteran of 50 
years in the service of the company 
and its predecessors, died January 11 
at his home in Coon Rapids, Minn., in 
his seventy-third year. Mr. Laird was 
made superintendent of the Coon Rap- 
ids Dam during its construction. 
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Manufacturers Join 
Consolidated Drive 


Thirteen manufacturers will partici- 
pate in the campaign on automatic 
refrigeration to be carried on by the 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York 
and its affiliated companies beginning 
March 20 and ending July 31. The 
theme of this campaign, according to 
E. F. Jeffe, Consolidated vice-president. 
who made the announcement, will be 
“old ice-box round-up,” and he esti- 
mated that during the period of the 
campaign sales of automatic refrigera- 
tors amounting to $10,000,000 would 
be made. 

The refrigerator manufacturers par- 
ticipating in the campaign are: Cros- 
ley, Edison General Electric Appliance 
Co., Electrolux, Frigidaire, General 
Electric. Gibson, Kelvinator, Leonard. 
Norge, Sparton, Stewart-Warner, Uni- 
versal (Landers, Frary & Clark) and 
Westinghouse. 

Full details of the campaign will 
be given to co-operating dealers at a 
dinner meeting at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel on March 14, at which Floyd 
L. Carlisle, chairman of the board of 
Consolidated, will speak. The utility 
companies will spend about $350,000 
in advertising over the period of the 
campaign. 

® 


Manufacturers’ Sales Drop 


22%; Wholesalers’, Off 26 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical 
machinery, apparatus, and _ supplies 
during 1938, as reported by 94 com- 
panies, totaled $265,831.000, a decrease 
of 22 per cent from 1937, according to 
the Department of Commerce. This de- 
cline compares with an average de- 
crease of 17.5 per cent for all indus- 
tries reporting. Sales during December 
were $24,226,000, a loss of 3.3 per cent 
from November but 6.2 per cent above 
December, 1937. 

Wholesalers’ sales of electrical goods 
during last year, as reported by 319 
firms, amounted to $181,155,000, a de- 
crease of 25.8 per cent from 1937, the 
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department reported. This loss com- 
pares with an over-all average loss for 
all businesses reporting, of 12.6 per 
cent. Wholesalers’ sales during Decem- 
ber were $19,184,000, a gain of 26.7 per 
cent from November but 11.1 per cent 
under December, 1937. 


* 
Burners Shipments Off 28% 
Shipments of oil burners during 


1938, as reported by 178 manufac- 
turers, amounted to 139,211 burners, a 
decrease of 27.9 per cent from 1937, 
according to the Department of Com- 
merce. Domestic shipments accounted 
for 134,665 burners, as against 187,478 
in 1937. Domestic shipments in De- 
cember totaled 8.586 as compared with 
11,173 in November and 7,859 in De- 
cember a year ago, gaining over the 
corresponding month of the preceding 
year for the second consecutive month. 


Gets Transformer Contract 
Secretary Ickes has awarded to the 
General Electric Co. a $376,350 con- 
tract for three power transformers to 
be used at the Boulder Canyon power 
plant. The transformers are of 55,000 
kva. capacity. 
260 
240 
220 
200 
180 
160 
140 
120 
100 
80 
60 
40 
20 
0 


Ailes ae] 
month= 1/0 


1934 1935 1936 


AND MARKETS 


Equipment Orders 
Trend Upward 


Rising trends in the value of orders 
booked for electrical equipment are in- 
dicated by the index numbers an- 
nounced by the N.E.M.A. for Decem- 
ber. Following the upward turn in 
November the index for motors and 
generators rose further, by 4.5 points, 
to 72.1, which is the highest value since 
last June. In contrast with the severe 
decline in 1937 the year 1938 closed on 
a definite up-grade, with December 
business 22 per cent above the low 
point in summer. The increase in De- 
cember over November was 6.7 per 
cent, compared with 2.1, 28.4, 52.0 and 
5.3 per cent, successively, in previous 
years beginning with 1934. 

The index for transmission and dis- 
tribution equipment rose 6.6 points to 
83.7. The increase of 8.6 per cent 
compares with 19.0, 0.6, —9.9 and -29.0 
per cent in earlier years beginning 


with 1934. 


Motors Transmission 

and and 
Generators Distribution 
Month 1938 1937 1938 1937 
July 59.1 105.6 76.9 170.4 
August 60.2 107.5 95.7 193.4 
September 62.7 113.4 91.7 125.2 
October 61.0 97.4 80.4 122.7 
November 67.6 73.0 77.1 106.2 
December 72.1 76.9 83.7 75.4 
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N.E.M.A. Index of orders received for motors and generators 
and for transmission and distribution equipment 
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Shasta Contract Let 
to General Electric 


Four giant generators for the Shasta 
power plant, Central Valley project, 
Calif., have been ordered by Secretary 
of the Interior Hargld L. Ickes. Gen- 
eral Electric Co. wap awarded the con. 
tract for furnishing’ and installing the 
generators on its bid of $2,490,999, 
which was the lowest of three proposals 
received by the Bureau of Reclamation 
at Denver. 

These four main generators, each of 
75.000 kva. capacity, will comprise the 
initial installation, except for the sta- 
tion-service units, in the Shasta Dam 
power plant, located on the Sacramen- 
to River north of Redding. The gen- 
erators will be installed within 1.320 
calendar days. 


£ 
G.E. Buys Chicago Site 


General Electric Co. has purchased 
77,000 sq.ft. of land for the erection 
of a modern building to house its Chi- 
cago headquarters. An expenditure of 
approximately $2,500,000 is involved in 
the project, of which about 20 per 
cent represents investment in land. The 
site occupies the block bounded by 
South Canal, South Clinton, West 
Cabrini and West Arthington Streets. 


* 
Cuts Accident Frequency 


Accident frequency in the fourteen 
plants and two mines operated by the 
Johns-Manville Corp. was reduced 29 
per cent in 1938 from the previous 
six-year average, F. C. Lippert, safety 
engineer, has announced. Accidents for 


1938 were 40 per cent under those for 
1937, 


Neon Signs, $22,000,000 


Production of neon signs in 1937 
totaled $21,934,242, as against $17,469,- 
619 in 1935 and $11,373,028 in 1933, 
according to preliminary figures re- 
ported by the Bureau of the Census. 
This industry was separately reported 
for the first time in 1929, with the pro- 


duction in 1937 almost double that for 
the earlier year, 


ey 


New York Metal Prices 


Feb. 15,1939 Feb. 7, 1939 


Cents per Cents per 

Cop Pound Pound 

perelectrolytic....  11.25* 11.25* 
iad Am. S.&R. price. 4.85 4.85 
Nickel :.eeeae 11.25 11.25 
Inge! ingot eee 35.00 35.00 
— ‘ame i2 4.89 
: Be. See 5.50 45 95 
Aluminum, 99 percent. 20.00 20.00 
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Field Reports on Business 


The anticipated large-scale buying of heavy equipment by the utilities has 
failed to materialize at present. Business activity has leveled off, with for- 


ward buying in only small quantities. 
to unfavorable weather for construction. 


government encouragement. 


CHICAGO 


The course of business in this area last 
week was somewhat uneven. Retail trade 
declined rather sharply to a point 9 per 
cent below a year ago. Large mail order 
houses, however, reported the largest sales 
in history for the month of January. 
Electrcial power output fell off slightly 
from the previous week to 8 per cent above 
the comparable 1938 week. Industrial 
activity increased moderately on the whole. 
although some industries reported a_no- 
ticeable tendency toward leveling off. 

Air-conditioning systems installed dur- 
ing January were more than double those 
in the same month last year. Orders 
for electrical eauinment are holding fairly 
even. One manufacturer reported an or- 
der for motor-generator sets and_trans- 
formers amounting to $250,000. Another 
substantial order placed last week includes 
a number of large motors ranging up to 
1,000 hp. The city is doing a considerable 
volume of street construction work and 
requested bids on 300 iron light poles, 
2.000 traffic signals and 44,000 lb. line wire. 
Fractional-horsepower motors are in de- 
mand, as are small transformers and reg- 
ulators. 

Sales of industrial lighting equipment 
showed a steady increase during the past 
few weeks. A pick-up in extensions and 
improvements being made in manufactur- 
ing plants have resulted in an increase in 
orders of electrical apparatus. Construc- 
tion of new power plants in four Middle 


Western cities will cost $2,500,000. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Dealers report poor retail business and 
wholesalers are necessarily confining their 
merchandising efforts to constructive plans 
for spring and mid-year. The national 
campaign during April for table cookers 
is producing some stock orders. Build- 
ing, however, is active everywhere, the 
volume of permits for the seven Western 
states recording a 20 per cent increase 
over January, 1939. 

Varied orders and inquiries of interest 
include 3,000,000 ft. 4-in. steel strand, 
two carloads of weatherproof copper wire 
costing $17,349, a carload of insulated 
wire containing considerable heavy cir- 
cular mil sizes, all from Los Angeles; 
$10,150 Memco switches for Kendrick 
project and $7,000 crossarms for Eugene, 
Ore., section of Bonneville line. Boulder 
power station reports low bids of $235,- 
600 for two circuit breakers, each 187.5 
kva.; $61,300 for disconnect switches and 
$17,050 for lightning arresters and has 
requested figures for gate hoist mechanisms 
and alarm switches for All-American 
Canal. General Electric was awarded 
$2,090,499 contract to furnish and install 
four generators, 75,000 kva each, for 
Shasta Dam of California Central Valley 
project. A congressional bill is being 
introduced providing $25,000,000 for Pine 
Flat Dam and 40,000 kva. power devel- 
opment on King’s River in California. 

Numerous campaigns for wiring and 
lighting material are concentrating upon 


Part of the stagnation is attributed 
Industry is waiting for more 


industrial business, which is giving manu- 
facturers and wholesalers much concern 
because of its tendency to postpone planned 
improvements. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Heavy machinery orders are pending 
announcements of low bidders on require- 
ments for two outstanding new develop- 
ments, one of which includes new rolling 
and finishing mills for a Connecticut brass 
company and the other power generating 
and control equipment for a large paper 
company with headquarters in Boston. 
During the past fortnight small motor sales 
recorded by one manufacturer amounted 
to more than $8,200; municipal pumping 
units involving about $14.000 were or- 
dered from this district and motors total- 
ing 50 hp. were bought by a manufacturer 
of pulp screening apparatus. 

Industrial electric heating apparatus 
continues to attract attention and sales 
are progressing in devices for providing 
heat for special processing operations. The 
Edwin L. Wiegand Company reports sales 
of a number of Chromolox units, includ- 
ing a 24-kw. water heating system for the 
Supreme Market, Boston, and a 36-kw. 
water heating installation for a large 
garage. 

Small switch and control equipment 
sales are steady. Electric sign erection is 
active; during the past week permits for 
nineteen Neon signs were issued for the 
Boston district. 

Wiring supplies are moving in good 
volume. Merchandising is spotty; refrig- 
erator sales reported by one group of 
central stations reached a new high level 
for the last week in January. 


NEW YORK 


Some slight recession in activity is be- 
ing observed in some lines. Many believe 
that the hesitancy in forward buying will 
soon give way to more normal activity. 
Opinion is becoming general that March 
will be the critical month, as far as indi- 
cating the future trend of business. 

The drop in engineering awards has 
adversely affected business. A shrinkage 
has been noted in most classifications, 
notably in private construction. Many 
builders believe that the coming of spring 
will bring brighter prospects in home con- 
struction. 

The recent meetings of electrical appli- 
ance bers have brought out a moderate 
increase in orders for appliances of all 
tynes. Utilities and dealers are pushing 
sales in an effort to stimulate customer 
demands. 

Utilities have failed to come into the 
market for any great amount of heavy 
equipment. While weather conditions have 
been adverse to new construction, advance 
plans are being held up until conditions 
clear. It is not likely that the major con- 
struction programs of the utilities will get 
under way until after the first integration 
plans go through the SEC and the national 
defense power committee turns in its re- 
port. 
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Termed Subsidiary 
of Associated Gas 


SEC has issued an order declaring 
the Associated General Utilities Co. to 
be a subsidiary of the Associated Gas 
& Electric Co. and the Associated Gas 
& Electric Corp., and therefore subject 
to the provisions of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act applicable to 
such subsidiary. 

The commission ordered a_ hearing 
on January 4, last, to determine 
whether the management and _ policies 
of Associated General Utilities were 
controlled or influenced by Associated 
Gas & Electric Co. and Associated 
Gas & Electric Corp. Following the 
hearing the SEC considered the record 
and gave its findings this week: 

At all times since the date of incorpora- 
tion to the present time the individuals 
serving as voting trustees, members of 
the board of directors and officers of 
Associated General Utilities Co. have been 
persons who, through their close relation- 
ship with Associated Gas & Electric Co. 
and Associated Gas & Electric Corp. or 
subsidiary companies thereof, were and are 
primarily interested in the welfare of, and 
the furtherance of the policies of, such 
named holding companies and the subsidi- 
ary companies thereof. It therefore ap- 
pears, and the commission so finds, that 
by the voting trust agreement and _ the 
deposit of common stock thereunder a 
means was afforded to Associated Gas & 
Electric Co. and Associated Gas & Elec- 


tric Corp. to maintain control of Associ- 
ated General Utilities Co. 


Bars Utility Note Issue 


Denial of an application by the 
Staten Island Edison Corp. for author- 
ity to issue and sell $3,000,000 of 314 
per cent notes, to be secured by a like 
amount of bonds, has been announced 
by the New York Public Service Com- 


ye 
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Utility Issues Hold Previous Levels 


mission. The company intended to use 
$1,000,000 of the notes to redeem on 
July 1 the same amount of mortgage 
bonds of the Richmond Light & Rail- 
road Co., which was merged in 1923. 
The remaining $2,000,000 was to be 
used to reimburse Staten Island Edi- 
son for alleged expenditures for re- 
acquiring and retiring securities pre- 
viously issued. 


Utilities Power 


Plan Filed by Atlas 


A new plan of reorganization for the 
Utilities Power & Light Corp. contem- 
plating eventual conversion of the or- 
ganization into an investment company 
and eliminating the interest of existing 
class A, class B and common stock- 
holders except for a conditional right 
to purchase new common stock, has 
been filed by Atlas Corp. with the 
SEC. The plan supersedes the previ- 
ous plan of reorganization for the cor- 
poration filed by Atlas. 

Under the new plan assets of the 
present corporation, which is operat- 
ing under trustees in Section 77B pro- 
ceedings under the Bankruptcy Act, 
shall be transferred to a new company 
at a value to be determined or approved 
by the SEC and the court or, failing 
such action, at a value of $48,000,000, 
less any cash distributions to security 
holders. The directors of the new com- 
pany would be authorized to set up a 
reserve of $3,000,000 for revaluation of 
assets. 

Holders of the existing 5 per cent and 
5% per cent debentures and other creditors 
ranking equally with them would receive 
40 per cent of their capital claims in new 
4% per cent five-year debentures, 30 per 


cent in new 5 per cent cumulative pre- 
ferred stock, and the halance, including 
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Despite minor fluctuations during the week, electric utility securities maintained the 
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1934 1935 1936 1937 


levels of the previous week. The “Electrical World” stock index dipped 0.1 point to 


30.5; on the other hand, the bond index gained an equal amount, rising to 104.7 
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allowed accrued interest, in new io-par 
common shares taken at a value of $6 4 
share. 

Holders of the present preferred stock 
would receive five shares of new common 
for each share of preferred. The plan also 
proposes an offering of 2,000,000 new com. 
mon shares. 


The plan provides that the new com. 
pany should commence its conversion 
into an investment company by selling 
assets “as expeditiously as reasonable 
diligence and prudent business judge. 
ment permit.” 


ad 
Reduces Common, Raises Par 


Shareholders of the International 
Hydro-Electric System, at a_ special 
meeting held in Boston recently. voted 
to change the company’s outstanding 
common stock from 40,000,000 shares 
of 5 cents par value to 2,500,000 shares 
of 80 cents par value. This action has 
no effect on the aggregate par value of 
outstanding common shares, which re- 
mains unchanged at $2,000,000. 


Passes Preferred Dividend 


Directors of the Nevada-California 
Electric Corp. have taken no action on 
declaration of a dividend on the 7 per 
cent preferred stock, normally payable 
on February 1. A. B. West, president, 
said the lack of action was because of 
unsettled business conditions at home 
and abroad and uncertainties of busi- 
ness for the current year. 


a 
Insull Investment Dividend 


Special Chancery Master Garfield 
Charles has recommended to Federal 
Judge James H. Wilkerson that a 4 
per cent liquidating dividend be paid 
to holders of $57,644,000 Insull Util- 
ity Investment, Inc., series A and B 
debentures. Dividend would amount to 
$2,305,700. If the court approves, an 
order will be entered authorizing pay- 
ments to start February 28. 





. 2 . 

Utility Reports (Earnings) 
Net Income — 

1938 1937 
*Commonwealth Edi- . na 
son and subs... $19,701,625 $16,202,494 
*Connecticut Pwr... 1,648,488 = 1,782,19 
*Pennsylvania Water 


PW pecans 2.494237 2,257,110 
*Wisconsin Pub. Serv. il 
Se eee 1,359,341 1,408,066 
*Louisville G. & E. aaa 
Ky.) and subs. 2,582,234 2,505,50 
*New Jersey Pwr. anima 
1,066,123 1,372,54 


& td... ace 
*Virginia Pub. Serv. 
and subs..... 


ai 683,078 
Pennsyl- 


vania Pwr...... 314,282 237,641 
*Florida. Pub. Serv. 293,728 ans 
*Pacific Pwr. & Lt. £78,040 Poy 
*Rochester G. & E, 2,171,013 3.05204 
*Hartford Elec. Lt. 2,473,121 2.00% o) 
*Potomac Elec. Pwr. 4,187,910 = #,550)"" 
*Twelve months ended December *1. oe 
_ _ ne aaa A 
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SHowcase Reritector Lamp—A “built- 
in” reflector consisting of an aluminized 
reflecting mirror fused to approximately 
one-half of the bulb’s inner surface is used 
in the tubular 25-watt showcase lamp an- 
nounced this week by General Electric 
Company's incandescent lamp department, 
Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio, and also by the 
lamp division of Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, Bloomfield, N. J. 
Light from a straight coiled filament is redi- 
rected by the reflector to provide a more 
eflective lighting of showcases, wall cases, 
niches, paintings and similar areas. The 
bulb is inside frosted. 


For Meter Reapers—Meter readers, 
who are apt to run into “bad dogs,” as 
well as watchmen of industrial plants, have 
anew weapon for defense in the auto- 
matic gas gun invented by Captain J. W. 





Van Karner, 224 East 47th St., New York, 
N.Y. Reassembling a .45 automatic, the 
gun weighs 21 oz. and holds a clip of three 
fas cartridges, inserted as in an ordinary 
Pistol. Cartridges are loaded with a com- 
dination of tear, irritant and asphyxiating 
gas, which will disable the victim up to 
‘itty minutes without leaving any after 
fect or permanent injury. 


AnjustasLe Lamp Socket—An adjust- 
dle socket. which provides vertical adjust- 
ment for the proper positioning of lamps in 
telectors, is offered by the Goodrich Elec- 
a (o., Chicago, Ill, for use in adapting 
7. wes of lamps to existing equipment. 
‘le device has two slotted prongs, with a 
‘otted ring holding a spring-suspended 
—— completing the assembly. By com- 
ane the prongs the socket can be 
| a vertically to four positions, so that 
‘anged light centers can be located prop- 


“Yin existing reflector equipment. 
a 

S ; 
oer ER Motors—The new “Square 
. ql of the Ohio Electric Manufacturing 
Dole aa d, may be wound for shaded- 
bn a n in sizes from 1/200 to 1/80 
Ys OF for rmanent split-capacitor opera- 
ELectrtcay 
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tion, in sizes from 1,150 to 1/20 hp. at 
3,400 r.p.m. and to 1/30 hp. at 1,700 r.p.m. 


or to 1/50 hp. at 850 r.p.m. It measures 
334 in. square by 4% in. long, plus a %-in. 
diameter shaft with a standard length of 
144 in. Wound for split-capacitor opera- 
tion, its efficiency is practically double that 
of the shaded-pole type; for example, a 
1/80 hp., 1,550-r.p.m. shaded-pole motor 





at full load takes 45 watts or 0.76 amp. at 
110 volts, while the 1/80-hp. split-capacitor 
type running at 1,700 r.p.m. takes 24 watts 
or 0.27 amp. at 110 volts. 


PortaBLe Test Meter—For the testing 
of watt-hour meters of the capacities usu- 
ally employed in residential service, San- 
gamo Electric Co., Springfield, Ill., offers 
the Type “J-33.” Separate current terminals 
are used for each of the three current 





ranges—l, 5 and 15 amp. Straight-line 
accuracy and ample current-carrying capa- 
city for twice the rated load are claimed 
features of the meter, which uses a silver- 
contact potential switch and has a spring- 
supported lower jewel bearing. Potential 
coil is in two sections, may be connected 
in parallel or in series for 120 or 240 volts. 


SwitcHinc MecuanisM—In announcing 
a general-purpose switching mechanism for 
installation on electric appliances, General 
Electric appliance and merchandise depart- 
ment, Bridgeport, Conn., says that its 


“mercury button” is adaptable now for 
practically every type of electrical product. 
For mounting flexibility, the new mechan- 
ism is made with the “mercury button” 
placed at eight different angles so that it 
may be mounted in any 45-deg. position in 
the vertical plane. 





Recorping Meter CuHart—The new 
“Permochart” for recording meters, an- 
nounced by the Permochart Co., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., is formed of three sheets of 
acetate, with the chart design itself printed 
on the inner opaque sheet, which is lami- 
nated between two sheets of transparent 
acetate. So close is the bond between the 
laminations, the company states, that mois- 
ture cannot penetrate, while the all-acetate 
construction guards against separation or 
buckling from atmospheric changes. With 
this chart each day’s recordings are re- 
moved with a damp cloth and the chart 
reused. Company guarantees one chart 
for two years’ service. 

a 


New Switcues—Combination magnetic 
starters and circuit breakers (illustrated) 
are recent additions to the industrial con- 
trol devices offered by Trumbull Electric 
Manufacturing Co., Plainville, Conn. These 
are offered in the range of 0 to 25 hp. 
control, at 110 to 550 volts, a.c. Greater 
compactness, with no sacrifice of wiring 
room, is a feature of the company’s 60-amp. 
range and entrance switches and Type “C” 
inclosed switches offered in 30- and 60-amp. 
capacities. Other additions to its line of 
inclosed Type “D” switches include a 
raintight model, 30 to 200 amp., fusible, 
especially adapted to sign lighting installa- 
tions, and 60-amp. side-operated switch, 
now provided with individual poles on 
heavy procelain equipped with wire clamps. 
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State Authority Awards 
Santee-Cooper Contracts 


South Carolina Public Service 
Authority recently awarded contracts 
totaling $3,667,000 for the generating 
machinery for the Pinopolis power 
house of the Santee-Cooper project. The 
following are the contracts: 

Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock 
Co., three 40,000-hp. fixed blade propeller 
turbines and governors, $746,525; Allis- 
Chalmers, two 40,000-hp. adjustable-blade 
turbines and governors and one 13,300-hp. 
adjustable-blade turbine and _ governor. 
$934,030; General Electric, three 34,000- 
kva. generators and appurtenances for 
fixed-blade units and one 11,350-kva. gen- 
erator and appurtenances for adjustable- 
blade unit, $1.222,545; Westinghouse Elec- 
tric, two 34,000-kva. generators and ap- 
purtenances for adjustable-blade units, 


$763,900. 
© 


Utility to Take Over Co-op 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co. has agreed 
to take over the rural electric co-opera- 
tive, composed of farmers along Stone 
Creek, Glenn County, Calif., providing 
the State Railroad Commission is will- 
ing. Directors of the co-operative for- 
mally have asked the utility to take 
over the organization. 

The project as planned entails the 
construction of about 126 miles of 
power lines from the present P.G.&E. 
boundaries west of Willows. It will 
serve 275 customers. The cost of the 
project is given at $130,000. From six 
to eight months will be required to 
complete the construction work. 


* 
Issues Grand River License 


Upon application filed May 3, 1938, 
by the Grand River Authority of Vinita, 
Okla., the FPC has authorized the issu- 
ance of a license for a major hydro- 
electric FPC project on the Grand 
River near Pensacola, Okla. Included 
in the project will be a power house 
with initial installation of 60,000 kw. 
in four units, and provision for two 
additional similar units; transmission 
lines and appurtenant facilities. The 
ultimate installed capacity of the pro- 
ject will be 120,000 hp. The commis- 
sion’s order directs that the licensee 
shall commence construction of the 
project works on or before April 1. 


Plans to Purchase Meters 


Greenwood County, S. C., expects 
to purchase in the near future 400 or 
500 watt-hour meters. Manufacturers 
interested should write to E. I. Davis, 
secretary for the finance board for 
Greenwood County, Greenwood, S. C.., 
for copies of specifications and bid 
form. 
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Sikeston, Mo.—Missouri Utilities Com- 
pany, Sikeston, plans expansion and im- 
provements in power plants and system, 
including extensions in transmission and 
distributing lines, power substations and 
other facilities. Also will make additions 
in primary and secondary lines for rural 
electric system. Cost close to $300,000. 
Permission has been secured to arrange 
for a note issue in that amount. 


Mosite, Axta.—Hollingsworth & Whit- 
ney Company, 140 Federal Street, Bos- 
ton, Mass., plans installation of motors 
and controls; transformers, switch-gear 
and other power substation equipment; 
conveyors, loaders, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new pulp and paper 
mill at Mobile, where property has been 
previously secured from Alabama State 
Docks Commission. Work will begin at 
early date. Cost estimated close to $5,- 
000,000. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN.—Director of Pur- 
chases, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knox- 
ville, receives bids until February 23 for 
generator neutral equipment for Chicka- 
mauga hydroelectric power plant. Also, 
until February 28 for main control switch- 
boards for same generating station. 


Marquette, Micu.—Has plans under way 
for moderization and improvements in mu- 
nicipal hydroelectric power plant, including 
installation of additional equipment. New 
penstocks will be built. Work is scheduled 
to begin at early date, with estimated cost 
close to $200,000. Holland, Ackerman & 
Holland, Ann Arbor, Mich., are consulting 
engineers. 


Burrato, N, Y.—Bell Aircraft Corpora- 
tion, 2050 Elmwood Avenue, plans installa- 
tion of motors and controls, conveyors, elec- 
tric hoists and other equipment in connec- 
tion with an expansion and development 
program at airplane-manufacturing plant. 
Fund of about $250,000 will be appropri- 
ated for equipment expenditures. Company 
is arranging financing for this and other 
expansion through sale of stock to total 
about $1,240,000. 


Gertnc, Nes.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, Colo., receives bids until March 2 
for equipment for power substation at Ge- 
ring, including one 5000-kva., 6,900-volt, 
indoor-type synchronous condenser with 
control apparatus; four 2,000-kva., single- 
phase, 60-cycle, 63,510/110,000 Y- to 19,- 
920/34,500 Y-volt transformers; three 
1,667-kva., single-phase, 60-cycle, 34,500/ 
6900-volt, oil-immersed, self-cooled, out- 
door-type transformers; one 115,000-volt, 
three-pole, manually-operated, horizontal- 
mounting, disconnecting switch, with man- 
ually-operated grounding blades, and one 
115,000-volt, three-phase lightning arrester, 
Kendrick, Wyo., rroject. All equipment 
will be installed by government (Specifi- 
cations 826). 


DonanvueE, Iowa—lIowa Electric Power & 
Light Company, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is 
concluding arrangements for a franchise 
at Donahue, and plans transmission line to 


that point, with power substation facilities, 
Local distribution lines will be built. 


Gatveston, Tex.—Houston Lighting & 
Power Company, Houston, Tex., Galveston 
Division, plans extensions and _ improve 
ments in transmission and distributing | 
lines, including rebuilding of several cir. 
cuits. Also will make improvements in 
power substations, with installation of 
transformers and auxiliary equipment, 
Service facilities will be improved in dif. 
ferent districts, with installation of me 
ters, connections, etc. Cost estimated 
about $100,000. 


Bette, W. Va.—E. I. duPont deNemours 
& Company, Inc., Rayon Division, duPont 
Building, Wilmington, Del., plans installa. 
tion of motors and controls, regulators, 
conveyors, loaders and other equipment in 
connection with a 1939 expansion program 
at branch chemical plant at Belle, to in 
clude several new buildings and machinery 
for increased output of raw materials. 
Cost estimated close to $2,000,000. Proj- 
ect will be carried out coincident with new 
mill at Seaford, Del., previously noted in 
these columns, and on which work is being 
placed under way. Similar equipment will 
be installed at Seaford plant, where a 
power house, also, will be built. Latter 
plant is estimated to cost about $10,000,000, 
with completion scheduled in 1940. 


Laturop, Mo.—Receives bids until Feb- 
ruary 23 for equipment for municipal elec: 
tric power plant, including electrical dis 
tributing system. Cost estimated about $75; 
000. E. T. Archer & Company, New Eng- 
land Building, Kansas City, Mo., are con- 
sulting engineers. 


PensacoLa, FLa.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks. Navy Department, Washington, D. 
C., receives bids (no closing date state 
for electrical equipment for power station 
at naval air station, Pensacola, including 
panel-board, instruments, etc. Also for cit 
culating pumps, heat exchanger and mis- 
cellaneous equipment (Specifications 
9090). 


Sioux Crry, Iowa—Sioux City Gas & 
Electric Company has plans maturing for 
extensions and improvements in steal 
electric generating plant on Water Street 
including installation of additional equip 
ment. Award for 2000-hp. turbo-generatot 
unit has been made to General Electri¢ 
Company, and for high-pressure boiler @ 
Combustion Engineering Company, Ine.; 
contracts for other equipment wl 
placed soon. Work is estimated to cost 
about $300,000, and will be carried out 
as part of 1939 expansion program. 4 
other appropriation of close to like amount 
is being arranged for extensions in tran® 
mission and distributing lines, power SU 
stations and other structures, as well 
for extensions jin rural electric system. 


InpIANAPOLIS, IND.—Link-Belt Company, 
220 South Belmont Avenue, plans installa- 
tion of motors and controls, regulators a 
other equipment in new one-story addition, 
280 x 600 feet, at local plant. Cost ™ 
ported over $250,000. 
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